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(57) Abstract: A method and system for TIMEOUT message management in a serial bus bridged network includes: checking by 
an portal upon receiving a timeout request message a flag to determine whether a set of stored remote timeout values is valid. If the 
stored set is valid, the portal synthesizes a timeout response message to the source bus using the set of stored remote timeout values. If 
the stored set is not valid, the portal will take a variety of actions. In one embodiment, the portal will temporarily store the received set 
of remote timeout values; forward a new set of calculated remote timeout values in the forwarded timeout request message; intercept 
a timeout response message that corresponds to the forwarded timeout request message; store a revised set of remote timeout values 
based on a set of remote timeout response values included in intercepted timeout response message for later use with the valid flag 
updated; and forward a revised set of remote timeout response values as part of a timeout response message towards the source bus. 
In a second embodiment, the portal will forward the timeout request message unchanged towards the destination bus, and an exit 
portal associated with the portal will upon receipt of a timeout response message update the set of remote timeout values and store 
them for later use based on a set of remote timeout response values included in the intercepted timeout response message, along with 
forwarding the updated set of remote timeout response values in a timeout response message towards the source bus. 
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